PRESS RELEASE
Sparks’ exhibition starts its European tour in 4 countries from 6 July 2016
‘Beyond the Lab: the DIY Science Revolution’
Brussels, 29 June 2016

A unique exhibition featuring fascinating
stories of ‘DIY scientists’ and artists opening up
scientific research to the public realm.

lab right in people’s homes as well as 3
artworks challenging our visions of the future
of science, technologies and healthcare.

This pan-European exhibition shows how
ordinary people are harnessing science in all
sorts of ways: from patient-innovation to
Do-It-Yourself (DIY) biology, tackling public
health challenges such as air pollution,
antibiotic resistance or disease outbreaks.

They will also have the opportunity to get
involved in research and innovation during
special encounters with experts, created by
Sparks partners to engage the public in an
interactive way.

Equipped with low-cost sensors, smartphone
apps and the ability to share information with
communities online, these DIY science
pioneers are challenging our ideas of who a
scientist is and what science and our societies
will look like in the future.
Sparks is an EU-funded project to promote
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI)
and show Europeans that various stakeholders
share the responsibility for scientific research
and innovation and that they can play an active
role in defining health therapies and products.
Over a two-year period the exhibition will
travel throughout Europe, visiting four
different locations at a time, then moving to
another four locations (see the first dates
below). Visitors will discover 7 stories of
scientists who are bringing science out of the

This unique exhibition was conceived to
create an experience that could be shared by
visitors across Europe, beyond linguistic
boundaries. ‘Beyond the Lab’ was specially
designed to tour 29 European countries
between July 2016 and May 2018.
‘Beyond the Lab’ starts its tour in Bonn (6 July
– 28 August), London (7 July – 28 August),
Warsaw (14 July – 11 September). During the
summer, the exhibition will also come to
Ljubljana (date tbc).
To know more and discover the programme of
activities linked to the exhibition visit
http://sparksproject.eu/content/events.
For press and information please contact
Clémentine Daubeuf, KEA European Affairs,
CDaubeuf@keanet.eu / +32 (0) 2289 26 09.

ANNEX

Sparks’ partners
• Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Development (NL)
• Ars Electronica (AT)
• AS Cyprus College Limited European University Cyprus (CY)
• Bonn Science Shop (DE)
• Copernicus Science Centre (PL)
• Ecsite, The European Network of Science Centres and Museums (BE) - Lead Partner
• ERRIN (BE)
• ESSRG Kft. (HU)
• Institute of Social Innovations (LT)
• KEA European Affairs (BE)
• Labworm Science Shop at Sapientia University, Faculty of Science Miercurea Ciuc (RO)
• Luxembourg Science Center (LU)
• Neulogy (SK)
• Science Museum London (UK)
• Università della Svizzera italiana L’ideatorio - (CH)
Associated partners
• Blue World Institute of Marine Research and Conservation (HR)
• Cap Sciences (FR)
• Centre for Research and Analysis (BG)
• Ciênca Viva - National Agency for Scientific and Technological Culture (PT)
• Consorcio Parque de las Ciencias (ES)
• Discovery Center Continium (NL)
• Ellinogermaniki Agogi (GR)
• Heureka - The Finnish Science Centre (FI)
• Malta Council for Science and Technology (MT)
• Museo delle Scienza - MUSE (IT)
• Norrköping Visualization Center C (SE)
• Science Centre AHHAA Foundation (EE)
• Science Gallery (IE)
• Science Gallery Gama - Uskupení TESLA (CZ)
• Technopolis (BE)
• Tycho Brahe Planetarium (DK)
• Ustanova Hiša eksperimentov (SI)
• Vidzeme Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (LV)
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